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4 Texts

4.6.5 asl-am 16 fa’l-am? (Instinct or acquired behavior?)

Narrator:
Alwiz Ben-Eliyahu (Xlasci)

tagor,

and-u bzagzin *men.

and-u bn...

bzazin *tnén mgabbi.

hada...

mon yaq‘ad yakal,

kall bazziina,

yat'i-ha Sam’a,

ya$§*l-a I>-Sam'a wu-taq®ad. ..
tont3g-u lomman yxallas °l-ak’L

xallas “1-ak?l,

yat'i-hom ?llo-hom...

ytoffi-ha'® PP-Smif wu-yat'i-hom °llo-
hom °l-ak’L.

fdd-’nhag ga sadiq-u ... le-nu,
qa-y‘ayyat...

qal-l-u:

askun hayi lo-bzazin?

wahdi m°n-hén wu-wahdi m°n-hon
wu-lézmin Sam’,

wu-§€%... wu-§esl-a.

qal-l-u:

ana hayi...

sdag-l-i snin agabbi-hom ‘ala-hayi.

qal-l-u:
hadoali fo’l-om 16 asl-om?

qal-l-u:
la!
hadali...
asl-am,

A merchant,

had two cats.

He had...

he raised two cats.

This guy,

when he sits to dine,

each cat,

he gives it a candle,

he lights the candle, and it sits...
it waits for him until he finishes
(eating) the food.

When he finishes the food,

he gives them...

he turns the candles off and gives
them the food.

One day his friend came by,
screaming...

"What...?"

He told him:

What's (going on with) these cats?
One from this side and one from
the other and they hold a candle,
and you light it.

He told him:

This...

I have been training them to (do)
this for years (now).

He told him:

These (cats), is it something that
they learned to perform or their
instinct (literally: their origin)?
He told him:

No!

They...

It's their original behavior,

129 This story was told over the phone, so the quality of the recording is unfortunately
not optimal and there are some blackouts. In this case the prefix y- of this verb form

is inaudible.

© 2019, Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden
ISBN Print: 978-3-447-11171-3 — ISBN E-Book: 978-3-447-19863-9



4.6 Folk stories

mlldm-am wu-mgabbi-hom.
qal-l-u:

zen,

ana agwi-k mani'*® asl-om wu-mani
fasl-om™’,

hada sad-l-u gagdin.

hada ma ga lezm...

lezmi-ha I-*bzazin I->mi* wu-qa-
yakoal?

hatt L...

-a3l-*bzazin °g-gogdin.

hadoli farru l-aku wu-l-maku wu-
rakdu ‘al-2g-gogdin.

qal-l-u:

ana as qallto-l-ak?

ma qollto-l1-ak hadoli asl-om 16 fo'l-
am.

qal:

asl-om ma ytiqon yotf...
yfogqi-ha l-al... l-al...
gogdin wu...
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I taught them and trained them.
He told him:

Okay,

I will show you what is their
instinct and what isn't.

He hunted mice.

(Rhetorically:) didn't he came...
(and see that) the cats held the
candles while he was eating?

He put...

the mice for the cats.

They stopped everything (literally:
the existent and the inexistent) and
ran after the mice.

He told him:

What did I tell you?
(Rhetorically:) didn't I ask
(literally: tell) you if that is their
instinct or something they learned?
He said:

In their instinct they can't...
differentiate between...

mice and...

130 The narrator uses the interrogative pronoun mani 'who' when she actually refers to
'what'.

131 The narrator uses here the contradiction between fas’l and asl, while earlier and later
she uses the contradiction between asl and fo°l. Both fas’ and fo°l are used to describe
an acquired ability whereas asl is used to describe an original instinct. Having said
that, the narrator herself gets them confused several times along the story.
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