
WOWANE Neo-Aramaic (Jewish, Dohok), by Dorota Molin
Text A
speaker 01 (male, 82)
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ʾəθwa xa-ḥakòma,ˈ
g-emər ta-wazire dide:ˈ
ʾana g-əbən
xa ʾaθe
ʾamərri
eke=la gu palguθət dunye
u-b-yawən-noxun ṭḷà yomeˈ
ʾaθe xa
ʾamər-ri
ʾèke=laˈpalguθət dùnye.ˈ
u-là ʾamrətu-liˈ
baθər rešoxun mafyerən-neˈ
zəllu naše mbaqore ʾaxxa u-ṭaṃàha,ˈ
g-meθe nàšeˈ
u-čuxxa la k-ye
ʾèke=la palgut dùnye,
mən-ʾèka b-yaʾe?ˈ
hulle ṭalu ṭḷà yomeˈ
ʾaθe ʾamri-le
là, rešu màfər-reˈ
zəllu l-batane dŏ̀hun,ˈ
mjomaʿlu nàše,ˈ
b-xazax
mà ʾoði,ˈ
ʾaz hatxa xa ji g-əmri-waˈ
ʾəθwa xa-huðaya go-šùqa,ˈ
g-emər,
nàblu-li,ˈ
ʾàna b-amrən-ne
ʾeke=la palgut dunye.ˈ
ʾaval ʾani mərru…ˈ
mərre malək ṭàluˈ
băle huðàyaˈ là məθetu huðaya,ˈ
huðaye k-ìʾe kulle məndi. tṑv.ˈ
zəllu baθre do huðàya,ˈ
g-emər ṭalu huðàya,ˈ
g-emər,
ʾana maxəlṣən-nu
b-amrən-ne ʾàna
ʾeke=la palgut dùnye.
màṭo? g-emər
nàblu-li
qam-šaqli-le huðàya,ˈ
qam-maluši-le badla xàθaˈ
u-zunnu ṭale ʾĭxàlaˈ
u-zunnu ṭale kulle məndiˈ

There was a ruler,
he says to his ministers:
‘I want
someone to come
tell me
where the middle of the world is.
And I will give you three days,
(so that) someone can come
tell me
where is the middle of the world.
And if you do not tell me,
then your heads—I will make them fly.
(So) people went asking,
they brought people
but no one knows
where the middle of the world is?
Howwill he know
He gave them three days
(so that) they would come
(if) not, he would cut off their head.
they went to their homes,
they gathered people,
We will see
what we shall do
So they used to say
(that) there was a Jew in the market,
he says
take me,
I will tell him
where the middle of the world is.
But they said…
the king (had) said
But a Jew, don’t bring me a Jew,
A Jew knows everything. Good.
They went to him, to that Jew,
(who) said (to them),
he says,
I will save them,
I will tell him
where the middle of the world is.
How? He says,
take me,
They took the Jews,
they dressed him in new clothes,
they bought him food
and bought him everything
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u-qam-nablì-le.ˈ
zəlle kəs-ḥakòma,ˈ
ḥməlle,ˈ
g-emər
ʾàna b-amrən-nox
ʾèke=la palgut dunye.ˈ
g-əmri
ʾèke=la palgut dunye?ˈ
g-èmər
kursi dìdoxˈ palgut dùnyeˈ
g-èmərˈ
màṭo?
g-èmər,ˈ
là gə-mhenənət?ˈ
kul-la!
si
miθi naše
kelì-la palgut dunye
reši màfər-re.
kayəl-la,ˈ dùnye?ˈ mən kullu ʾalàle?ˈ

and they took him (with them).
They went to the king,
waited,
(then) he says,
I will tell you
where the middle of the world is.
They say,
where is the middle of the world?
He says
you throne is the middle of the world.
He says,
how?
He says,
you don’t believe?
Measure it (then)!
Go,
bring people
that would measure the middle of the world
cut offmy head/
Who canmeasure it, the world? From all the
sides?
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